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1. Introduction.

1.1 Preamble.

Many Thanks for trying EPG-Buddy. This program should make EPG grabbing as easy as possible.
Up to now a good EPG is one of the most complicated things to achieve in the HTPC world. Nearly
all available sources needs complicated scripting and fiddling with XML files or similar. "On Air"-
EPG often is of bad quality or not available at all. Available Sources for grabbing EPG data from
online sources are hard to configure, especially if you are new to this topic. Here is where EPG-
Buddy jumps in. With EPG-Buddy you can configure your EPG with a few mouse clicks and after
you're done your EPG is refreshed completely invisible and automatic on a daily or weekly base.
You can use various sources for your EPG data. As EPG-Buddy delivers it’s data in XMLTV
compatible format it can be used together with nearly every available TV solution for PC including,
but not limited to MediaPortal (both, 1 and 2), Argus TV, NextPVR, DVB-Viewer,... Some
features may not be available for every solution but the main features are working with all of them
as long as they are able to use XMLTV compatible EPG data..

The recent supported EPG data sources are:

* Tvguide.com - a fast and free source for North American countries (USA, Canada, Mexico)

TVSpielfilm - a fast and free source for German speaking countries

* epgData - a fast but paid source for German speaking countries

* Clickfinder - a fast but paid source for German speaking countries

*  WebGrab+Plus — a free but slow source for nearly every country and language in the World

* External XML files - to use XMLTV- compatible XML files from other sources
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2. Installation.

Installation is done by an average installer tool. First is to start the installation wizard.

EM Setup - EPG-Buddy

Lizenzvereinbarung
Lesen Sie bitte folgende, wichtige Informationen bevor Sie fortfahren,

Lesen Sie bitte die folgenden Lizenzvereinbarungen. Benutzen Sie bei Bedarf die
Bildlaufleiste oder dricken Sie die "Bild Ab™-Taste.

GMU GEMERAL PUBLIC LICEMSE
Version 3, 29 June 2007

Copyright {C) 2007 Free Software Foundation, Inc. <http://ffsf.orgf>
Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies
of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.

Preamble

The GMU General Public License is a free, copyleft license for
software and other kinds of works, 57

(@) Ich akzeptiere die Vereinbarung

(7 Ich lehne die Vereinbarung ab

[ Weiter = ] [ Abbrechen ]

Before clicking “Next” you need to accept the license agreement. EPG-Buddy is distributed under
"GNU General Public License V3.0“. Please mark “I accept the agreement” and click on “Next”

B Setup - EPG-Buddy o] @ |3
Zusitzliche Aufgaben auswahlen
Welche zusatzlichen Aufgaben sollen ausgefihrt werden?

Wahlen Sie die zusatzlichen Aufgaben aus, die das Setup wahrend der Installation von
EPG-Buddy ausfihren soll, und kicken Sie danach auf "Weiter".

Zusatzliche Symbole:

[7] Desktop-Symbaol erstellen

[ < Zuriick ][ Weiter = ] [ Abbrechen
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You can select if you want to install an icon on your desktop or not. Then click on “Next”
EA Setup - EPG-Buddy o @[3

Bereit zur Installation.
Dias Setup ist jetzt bereit, EPG-Buddy auf Threm Computer zu installieren.

-

Klicken Sie auf "Installieren”, um mit der Installation zu beginnen.

[ = Zuriick ]l Instalieren | [ Abbrechen

Now all is prepared for installing EPG-Buddy. Click on “Install”
After successful Installation this last window appears.

B8 setup - EPG-Buddy [r=e] - = ]| 2=

Beenden des EPG-Buddy
Setup-Assistenten

Das Setup hat die Installation von EPG-Buddy auf Threm
Computer abgeschlossen. Die Anwendung kann Gber die
installierten Programm-Yerknipfungen gestartet werden.

Klicken Sie auf "Fertigstellen”™, um das Setup zu beenden.

Fertigstellen

After clicking on “Exit” the installation of EPG-Buddy is completed. Depending on your system
settings it's possible that you're asked to enter admin password. This is only necessary once during
installation to grant write permissions to the .ini files are storing the EPG-Buddy configuration.
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3. Main program.

In the main program all configuration and settings are done.

3.1 Program Settings.

First you need to adjust some program settings to your needs. All changes here are applied after a
restart of EPG-Buddy.

(B rG-Buddy 04.24 el ® |k

Filerme?:

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule

-
Settings
TVDB- Settings XML- Settings ProgramSettings
TVDEB metadata language: --.‘ I Iﬁ XML- name GUI Language -.\ I I:
en - z:l ﬁ TViGuide English - z:l ﬁ

HML- suffix [¥] Debug-Loglevel
(@ Counter

[ Always replace series/spisodes names with TVDE data? 2
() EPG Source

[ Run task after grabbing?

[T Aways replace plot with TVDE data? Falder
C:\Program Files"EPG-Buddy Parameter

[#] Create TVguide lst' for MediaPortal? You need to restart EPG-Buddy

to activate changes. Restart
now?

Waiting 0544 |

On the right you can set the GUI language. Recently there are English and German available. EPG-
Buddy is fully localizable with a simple text file containing all terms. You can copy and rename
“english.Ing” to “your language.lng” and then translate the terms after the = in every line with a
simple text editor like Notepad. On next start a new language is available.

Below the GUI language setting you can activate debug log level. This only is necessary if there are
issues with the main Program. And you can add a task to run after the grabbing. This is meant for
experts who want to further modify the downloaded data. Be sure you don’t change the name of the
resulting XML files so anything else can be working as it should.

On the left there are some settings related to the TVDB compare. You can select the language for
metadata (English always is the fallback language if nothing is available in your language) and if
you like to replace the series and episodes names inside the EPG data with the names from TVDB.
Below you can select if the episode description should be replaced by the one from TVDB. If you
don’t tick this any empty descriptions are nevertheless filled with descriptions from TVDB.
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In the middle you can configure the output of the finished XML files. You can set the base name
(e.g. tvguide) the suffix (counter or data source) and the output folder. An example for a counter
suffix is: tvguide_1.xml, tvguide_2.xml. With data source as suffix this would be
tvguide_TVGuide.xml, tvguide_WebGrab.xml. You can create a “tvguide.lst” file for usage with
MediaPortal’s TV Engine. This file is created in the same folder than the xml files.

Once all is set to your needs you need to click on “save” button. Now you’re asked whether you
want to restart EPG-Buddy now or later to apply the new settings.

i 1

Save 3

| | Save Settings.
" You need to restart EPG-Buddy to activate changes. Restart now?

Yes -» Save and restart
Mo -= Save

la | | Mein
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3.2 Setup TV database.
After the restart next is to select the TV database type.

i+~ EPG-Buddy 0.5.0.1

EPG-Buddy

E Setup TV database i EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings
Setup TV database
O mp2- SQLite |D:\OneDri\re\EntwickIung\MoIt\EPG-Buddy\-.MPZTVE_B_AIIChanneIs.stb Search
O MP1/2 MySQL MySQL Server : [Localhost | MySQL User: [root | MySQLPassword : [MediaPortal |
OMp1- MSSQL  MSSGL Server :[Localhost | MSSQL User :[sa |  MSSQL Password : [MediaPortal |
O ArgusTV ArgusTV Server [Localhost | ArgusTV User [root | ArgusTV Password {MediaPortal |
@® NextPVR [e:\Users\Public\NPVR\npvr.db3 Search
O Manual Save
| Waiting 16:14

Recently there are 6 options to select.

SQLite - for MediaPortal 2

MySQL - for MediaPortal 1 and probably MediaPortal 2 (untested)

MSSQL - for MediaPortal 1
ArgusTV
NextPVR

Manual — for every XMLTV compatible TV solution.

For NextPVR and SQLite you need to enter the path to the database- file. For MySQL, Argus and

MSSQL you need to enter the name or IP of the SQL server, username and password.

The default values are pre- selected so normally you don’t need to alter anything.

Then click on “Save” to store those settings.
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3.3 EPG Source.

Next is to configure your data source(s) where you want to get the EPG data from. Here are three
sub- items to find, Global, Germany and USA.

Global:

Here are all sources listed that can be useful all over the world.

[ER EpG-Buddy 04.24 o B |kl

Filerme?:

EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

f Global { Gemany Il usA
EPG Source - Global
EPG Source Select Credentials

= 1:‘51

] WebGrab+Plus {WG|

[F] Extemal XML o URL/Path:
! Waiting 09:45 |

Right now those are WebGrab+Plus and external XML files. The later requires you to enter an URL
or Path to the file. If it is an URL the file will be downloaded and extracted, if necessary. In the
input you can add as much path/URL as you like, one file per line.
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Germany:

Here are all sources listed useful especially for German speaking countries.

[BR £pG-Buddy 04.24 =le ==

Filerme?:

EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

[ Global I Gemany ] usA |
EPG Source - Germany —
EPG Source Select Credentials

TV Spieffil f
ncac SPIELFILM

[ Clickfinder Diatabasze: C:\Users PeterAppData“Roaming TV Movie TV Movie ClickFinder'tvdaten . mdb
v g
)

[ epgData.com . Pin:
HeRZU,

| Waiting 05:45 |

Recently here are three sources listed, TVSpielfilm (recommended as it’s free of charge),
epgData.com and Clickfinder. For Clickfinder you need to enter the path to the database file.
Default value is pre- set. For epgData.com a very long pin is needed that you get with your
subscription.
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USA:

Here are the sources useful for northern America (USA, Canada, Mexico)

[BR £pG-Buddy 04.24 == =

Filerme?:

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

[ Global I Gemany I USA

EPG Source - USA =
EPG Source Select Credentials
[F] TVGuide.com (].JVIDE EMail: Fassword:

Waiting 09:45 |

Recently here only is one source, TVGuide.com As it’s free of charge, fast and offers a wide range
of lineups for nearly everyone living in USA, Canada or Mexico up to now there was no need to
support another source. If you have more than one subscription on TVGuide.com you can add more
than one set of credentials. You need to take care that matching email and password are in the same
line.

You can select as many sources as you like, even from different regions. As example you use
TVGuide.com for most of your channels and WebGrab additionally for the two channels not
available on TVGuide.com. Then you need to select TVGuide.com in the “USA” section and
“WebGrab” in the Global section.

After finishing your TV database and EPG sources configuration you better restart EPG-Buddy. On
the program- start all channel lists are refreshed.
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3.4 Schedule.

Also next tab is “EPG Data” in this document “Schedule” follows next. This is because “EPG Data”
needs a lot more attention, so it will get an own chapter.

(BB £PG Buddy 0.4.2.4 =] @ ==

Filerme?:

EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

Schedule
Day Options Action
[#] Manday

¥| Wake system for download
Tuesd - ; Delete scheduls

uesday
) [¥] Enable delayed start

Wednesday
[ Run onty when idls
| Thursday
’ Create schedule
[¥] Friday
Start
Bt
Sunday
e Grab EPG now?
rime

03:00

Please enter time in 24 hours format HH:MM

Waiting 059:46

Here you configure how the EPG data should be grabbed automatically, after you’ve configured
your channels in “EPG Data”... This is achieved with Windows TaskPlaner. On the left you can
select the days fresh data should be loaded. You can tick/untick every day separately to fit your
personal needs. Below the time when the data should be loaded is entered. This needs to be done in
24 hours format, means for 6.00am you need to enter 6:00 and for 6.00pm you need to enter
18:00...

In the middle you can set other options for the schedule plan. You can wakeup the PC from standby/
hibernate for grabbing data, you can set if a run also should be done delayed if the PC is not
available on the planed time and you can set if the grabbing only should be done, if the system is in
idle state.

On the right you can save or delete the schedule plan. If you save a new plan any older plans are
removed, so you only need to remove a schedule, if you want to completely disable automatic
grabbing. Due to a “nice feature” of Windows 10 you only can set a schedule plan with “Admin”
rights, if it should run an executable from drive C: If you run the same executable from a different
drive you don’t need Admin rights... God only knows what Microsoft has thought about this.
Because of this you may be asked for Admin credentials when you set a schedule.

Page 11



And here you can instantly trigger the grabbing of EPG data. This mainly is meant for testing
purposes but can also be useful if you freshly started using EPG-Buddy to get some data for setting
up the TV Engine’s XMLTYV plugin... Opposite to the automatic grabbing a CLI window opens and
shows what’s going on while grabbing...
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4. EPG Data.

Let's get serious now. Next page "EPG-Data" is the heart of the program, the configuration of your
EPG. Here you will find a sub- page for every available EPG source that most likely needs slightly
different usage. We will walk through all sources one after another.

4.1 WebGrab+Plus:

[BR £pG-Buddy 04.24 == =

Filerme?:

EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

| WebGrab=Flus ” TV Spieffilm ” Clickdfinder ” epgData.com ” TWViGuide.com ” Extemal XML ]
T
EPG Data - WebGrab+Plus weG
Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for
; Mol Website- selection
@ Database mode

Website- preselection

:

Global settings

[F] WebGrab+Plus - Never load series data from TVDB?
Generate WebGrab config now?

-

Waiting 09:46 |

2 Days to grab

Let’s start with the most complicated but also most universal source, WebGrab+Plus. As there are
more than 400 websites available from within WebGrab it is necessary to pre-select the few sites
you really want to use. This task only is necessary for WebGrab.

Which site is the best for you, I can not tell as this depends on your country, your region and your
TV provider... Try a few sites that sound familiar to you and see if they are covering all your
channels. The first thing you need to do is to click the button below "Website- preselection".
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(BB £PG Buddy 0.4.2.4 =] @ ==

Filems?

EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

[ WebGrab+Flus ][ TV Spieffilm ][ Clickfinder ][ epglata com ][ TWGuide.com ][ Bxtemal XML ]
41

EPG Data - WebGrab+Plus ]
Channel names Select Website- preselection Mapping and settings for
&) Marual =
@ Database mods 7] foodnetwork.it -

[ formulatv.com
Website- preselection B o

[T foxplay.com Il

[T foxplaybrasil.com.br
[T foxsportsafrica.com
[ foxtel.com.au

[ fr.cntv.cn

[T frtvyahoo.com
freesat.co.uk

[ freeview.com.au

[ freeviewnz.tv

Global settings
[T ftpplay.net

[F] WebGrab+Plus - Never load series data from TVDE? [} galamtv.kz .
S Generate WebGrab config now?
e N
=
Waiting 05:46

Then a list with lots and lots of websites is shown. Here you should set the mark on all sites you
want to use later. If you select a site here that you did not use later, nothing bad is happen aside the
dropdown list for your websites is a bit to long... We have set a mark at "freesat.co.uk" as example.

After you've done you need to click "Set". Then your sites are stored for usage. Now the channels
configuration appears (again). The dropdown list now should contain the sites you've selected. If
this is not the case you could quickly go to a different page and then back again to this. Sometimes
the list did not refresh that fast, depending on the speed of your hardware. But normally you only
need to do this once, so this is no big deal...

On bottom left you can set how many days you like to grab your EPG data. Above the “how many
days” input you globally can enable/disable the compare with TVDB for this EPG data source.

First select the website to use from the dropdown list in the middle of the page and then click on
"show". Now the list below is filled with every channel that is available on the selected website.
When you done for this website, select the next one and hit show again. From this point on the work
(nearly) is identical for every EPG data source. That’s why this is explained later only once.
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4.2 TVSpielfilm:

® EPG-Buddy 0.

EPG-Buddy

Channel names Select

Select offered channel from EPG data

Setup TV database EPG Source E EPG Data i Schedule Settings
WebGrab+Plus TV Spieffilm Clickfinder epgData.com TVGuide.com Extemnal XML
-
EPG Data - TVSpielfilm J.

Mapping and settings for

O Manual 13th Street Universal ~
(@) Database mode 3+

Jsat

ASE
Category preselection Adultt Channel

Al Jazeera

Start Animal Planet

ANIXE

ARD alpha

ARTE

ATV
Global settings ATV

Auto Motor Sport
~ i r AXN
Combine ComedyCentral and Viva BBC Entertainment
BBC World News
Beate-Uhse. TV

Name of the combined channel

[Comedy Certral/VIVA Belgien 1

Bibel TV
S 3 blizz
= ?

[ TVSpieffilm - Never load series data from TVDB? Bloomberg Europe TV
Blue Movie
Blue Movie 2
Blug Movie 3 e

Waiting 1726

Here you can pre- select some of the categories to minimize the later work configuring your
channels. But you also can skip this step, if you like. When you click on “Start” a list of categories
is shown in the middle. When you tick a category here all channels from this category are set to be
grabbed from TV Spielfilm. If a category is unticked no channel from this category is set to be
grabbed from TV Spielfilm. You later can “overwrite” this pre- selection for every channel you like.
If you use zero or few channels from a category you better not tick it. If you use lots up to all
channels from this category you better tick it. Once done press set and you’re done.

On the bottom left you globally can enable/disable the compare with TVDB for this EPG data
source. From this point on the work (nearly) is identical for every EPG data source. That’s why this
is explained later only once.
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4.3 TVMovie Clickfinder:

@ EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings
WebGrab+Plus TV Spieffilm E Clickfinder i epgData.com TVGuide.com Extemnal XML
-
EPG Data - Clickfinder
Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for
(O Manual
(@) Database mode

Category preselection

Start

Global settings

[ Combine ComedyCentral and Viva?
Name of the combined channel

[Comedy Certral/VIVA

[ Clickfinder - Never load series data from TVDB?

Waiting 1727

For Clickfinder you need a subscription and the clickfinder- tool from the data provider. The
grabbing of raw EPG data has to be done with the clickfinder- tool. All further work then is done
from inside EPG-Buddy.

Here you can pre- select some of the categories to minimize the later work configuring your
channels. But you also can skip this step, if you like. When you click on “Start” a list of categories
is shown in the middle. When you tick a category here all channels from this category are set to be
grabbed from Clickfinder. If a category is unticked no channel from this category is set to be
grabbed from Clickfinder. You later can “overwrite” this pre- selection for every channel you like. If
you use zero or few channels from a category you better not tick it. If you use lots up to all channels
from this category you better tick it. Once done press set and you’re done.

On the bottom left you globally can enable/disable the compare with TVDB for this EPG data
source. From this point on the work (nearly) is identical for every EPG data source. That’s why this
is explained later only once.
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4.4 epgData.com:

® EPG-Buddy 0.4.3.3

EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings
WebGrab+Plus TV Spieffilm Clickfinder E epgData.com i TVGuide.com Extemnal XML
EPG Dat Dat )
ata - epgData.com )
H¥RZU,
Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for
() Manual
(® Database mode

Global settings

[ Combine ComedyCentral and Viva?
Name of the combined channel

[Comedy Central VIVA

[epgData.com - Never load series data from TVDE?

Days to grab

Waiting 1727

For epgData you need a subscription. If you’ve entered the pin properly, EPG-Buddy will download
your data and puts it into a XMLTV compatible format. Here you can set how much days the data
should be loaded for. On epgData.com data for all channels always is downloaded so you can not
configure which channels should be loaded. That’s why there is no category pre- selection.

On bottom left you can set how many days you like to grab your EPG data. Above the “how many
days” input you globally can enable/disable the compare with TVDB for this EPG data source.
From this point on the work (nearly) is identical for every EPG data source. That’s why this is
explained later only once.
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4.5 TVGuide.com:

A EPG-Buddy0.4.2.4

Filerme?:

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

’ WebGrab+Flus ” TV Spieffilm ” Clickdfinder ” epgData.com ” TWiGuide.com ” Extemal XML ]
-
EPG Data - TVGuide.com Iv
Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for
B Mardl VWSNS HDTV Telemunda R
@ Database mode WSNS S0i TV 44
.'ir'.'l-l_r'ir'.’l Create
WTTW HDTV
WTTW PBS Kids
.'ir'.'l-l_r'ir'.’l ane

,',. ,',. MT HDTV
WWMTComet TV

.’a .'JTODT
Global settings WWHFT Escape TV

WXFT HDTV UniMas 60 I
P e \MRT WXFT Univision L
[ TVGuide.com - Never load series data from TVDE WYCC FNX Firt Nations =

WYCC HDTV
: WYINDT b
1 Days to grab WYINDT2 NHK World =

Waiting 05:48

For TVGuide.com you need to register on their site. Registration is free of charge. Then you need to
configure your lineup on TVGuide.com. If you need more than one lineup you can register as often
as needed with different email addresses. Here you can set how much days the data should be
loaded for. On TVGuide.com data for all channels from your lineup always is downloaded so you
can not configure which channels should be loaded. That’s why there is no category pre- selection.

On bottom left you can set how many days you like to grab your EPG data. Above the “how many
days” input you globally can enable/disable the compare with TVDB for this EPG data source.

From this point on the work (nearly) is identical for every EPG data source. That’s why this is
explained later only once.
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4.6 External XML Files:

'ﬂ EPG-Budcdy 0.4.2.4 [E=8(Eeh <=

Filerme?:

EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

’ WebGrab+Flus ” TV Spieffilm ” Clickdfinder ” epgData.com ” TWGuide.com ” Extemal XML |
EPG Data - External XML ()
XML
Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for
® Manual IR = Schau TV
@ Database mode cs
Canal+
Cheérie 25 =
Das Erste HD
France 2
France 24
France 3
France 4
France 5
France O

Franceinfo
Gull
HDA1
iTEl2
La Chaine Parementaire
LCI - La Chaine Info
Global settings LEquipe
M&
NRJ 12 | &
NT1
Numéro 23

m

[ Extemal XML - Never load seriss data from TVDB?

RMC Découverte
d

| Waiting 09:48

EPG-Buddy can work with external XML files as long as they are XMLTV compatible. You can get
such XML from various sources like mc2xml or lots of data providers not directly supported in
EPG-Buddy. To benefit from EPG-Buddy’s advances features you can use such files even combined
with some of the direct supported data sources. As the raw data grabbing is done external you can
not configure which channels for how many days to load.

On the bottom left you globally can enable/disable the compare with TVDB for this EPG data
source. From this point on the work (nearly) is identical for every EPG data source. That’s why this
is explained later only once.
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5. Channel Configuration.

Now you start configuring all used channels and how EPG- data should be loaded/prepared to
match your needs as good as possible. This is nearly the same for all data sources so we will use
TVSpielfilm as example here. If there are differences between the data sources this will be
explained nicely.

On the top left you can switch the channel- name mode between database mode and manual mode.
Normally you most likely would use the database mode but if something is not exactly as wanted or
a TV solution is used that is not yet supported for database mode you always can switch here easily
and individual for every channel.

5.1 Database Mode:

A EPG-Buddy 0.4.24

Filerme?:

EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

’ WebGrab+Flus ” TV Spieffilm ” Clickdfinder ” epgData.com ” TWGuide.com ” Extemal XML ]

EPG Data - TVSpielfilm

SPIELFILM

Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for

& M 3sat

B Manual T3 Street Universal R o

© Pesesemece S HER e

g ASE o= Jeat

Category preselection Adult Channel
Al Jazeera

Animal Flanet Channel name in TV database
ANIXE
MDO&@phe = | hd
ARTE
AN, = = means channel- name will not be changed
ATVII
Auto Motor Sport
AXM How much days to grab?
BBC Entertainment y
BBC World News 14
Beate-Uhse TV = ) ;

Global settings Belgien 1 0 means nothing will be grabbed
Bibel TV

G Tis s R blizz

[ TVSpieffilm - Never load series data from TVDE Bloamberg Europe TV o e S e
Blue Mavie
Blue Movie 2
Blue Movie 3 4

Watting 09:43

The first step is to select a channel in the middle list. Here all channels are listed that are provided
by this data source. As soon as you’ve selected one channel in the middle list, on the right lots of
data appears. From top to bottom: The name of the channel as it is named in the EPG data source to
keep you informed which channel is to be configured recently.

Next is the recent name used in the resulting XML file. This name is important for automatic
matching in XMLTYV plugin of your TV server. This name will be replaced with the name from your
TV database if you select a name in the dropdown list below with every channel- name available in
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your TV database. If “----------- ” is displayed nothing will be altered. If the name in the XML file
and in the TV database are identical the automatic matching inside your XMLTV plugin will be
work 100% without any manual correction later. Below you can set how many days this channel
should get EPG data for. Zero means no data is loaded at all. This only is available for TV Spielfilm.

For other sources you only can set this global or you don’t have any option to choose. Example:
TVGuide.com

[BR £pG-Buddy 04.24 == =

Filerme?:

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

’ WebGrab+Flus ” TV Spieffilm ” Clickdfinder ” epgData.com ” TWViGuide.com ” Extemal XML ]
.

EPG Data - TVGuide.com Iv
Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for
& M WTTW HDTV
B Mardl WSNS ADTV Telemundo R
-1 S W i TV A4
@ Database mode :?—P#S,?;?é 31;; 4 XMLV Charnel- name

WTTW HDTV ’ i

v ;'I'I'.; PBS Kids WTTW HDTVIWTTW-HDI11352

Channel name in TV database

R -

h h MT CW HDTV
WWMT HDTV
/ WTTW HDTVIWTTW-HDI11552 grab from TVGuide?

Load series data from TVDB

.'a 1'.'TO TBN Salsa
WWTODT

Global settings WHFT Escape TV =
WXFT HDTV UniMas 60

[E] TViGuide com - Never load series data from TVDE? ':'::é(FZE IL:IHI)\;ISFI;; Nations

WYCC HDTV

WYINDT —

WYINDT2 NHK World %

m

i Days to grab

Waiting 05:49

If you can not set the days individual, but can set if a channel should be loaded or not it looks like
on this screenshot. This is the case for TVGuide.com and WebGrab+Plus.

Here you can select if this specific channel should get EPG- data from this source. Right below the
dropdown list for channel names.

Page 21



The other sources don’t offer any of those options. Then it’s looking like this:

(BB £PG Buddy 0.4.2.4 =] @ ==

Filerme?:

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

’ WebGrab+Flus ” TV Spieffilm ” Clickdfinder ” epgData.com ” TWViGuide.com ” Extemal XML ]
EPG Dat Dat ‘@)
ata - epgData.com ®
HeRZU,
Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for
& M 3sat
B Mo T3TH STREET R o
@ Database mode %Ius _i:‘ XMLTV Channel- name
Aund £ i .
Animal Planet 3sat|3SAT
Anixe HD Serie
ARD alpha Channel name in TV database
Art
ATVZ
AXN
BBC World News
Beate-Uhse. TV
Bibel TV ; Load series data from TVDE
Bloomberg TV
ER
Canal+
Global settings Canals &
Cartoon Metwork
. i TR Classica
[ epaData.com - Never load series data from TVDB CNEC Paneurops
CNN
= : Das Erste
£ Days to grab Discovery Channel o
Waiting 05:50

The last config- option on the right is if this channel should be compared with TVDB or not. This
can be set individual for every channel. This is a time consuming procedure so you better tick only
channels airing series. Many news-, shopping-, documentary-, sports-,... channels don’t need this
compare at all. If you untick them here it will save a lot of time.

Once you have set all options as wanted you can select the next channel in the middle list. As soon
as you select the next channel all your changes are stored. Now repeat those steps for every channel
you want to have EPG for. This is a time consuming and probably boring work, but you only need
to do this once to get fresh EPG data every further day without doing anything after this.

Before you leave this window you better click on a different channel (no matter which one) a last
time to be sure all changes are saved properly, even for the last channel you’ve configured.

Hint for WebGrab usage. You also need to save the WebGrab configuration once you are finished
with the channel setup. For this you need to click on the button “Start” below “Generate WebGrab
config now?”
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5.2 Manual Mode:

[BR £pG-Buddy 04.24 == =

Filerme?:

EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

’ WebGrab+Flus ” TV Spieffilm ” Clickdfinder ” epgData.com ” TWGuide.com ” Extemal XML ]

EPG Data - TVSpielfilm

SPIELFILM

Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for
@ Monudl 13h Strest Universal o
) Database mode _3_ XMLTV Channel- name
ABE i 3sat HD
Category preselection Adutt Channel =
.1'-1 Jazeela
ANIXE
ARD alpha
ARTE
ATV
ATV I
Auto Motor Sport
AXN

»

.|

How much days to grab?
BBC Entertainment
BBC World News 14
Beate-Uhse. TV

Global settings Belgien 1 0 means nothing will be grabbed
Bibel TV

ik . BT blizz

[] TVSpisffim - Never load series data from TVDE Bloamberg Europe TV o il G
Blue Mavie
Blue Movie 2
Blue Movie 3

neeEn

Waiting 05:50

The first step is to select a channel in the middle list. Here all channels are listed that are provided
by this data source. As soon as you’ve selected one channel in the middle list, on the right lots of
data appears. From top to bottom: The name of the channel as it is named in the EPG data source to
keep you informed which channel is to be configured recently.

In the input field below you now can enter the name of the channel as it is named in your TV
database. This name is important for automatic matching in XMLTV plugin of your TV server. If
the name in the XML file and in the TV database are identical the automatic matching inside your
XMLTYV plugin will be work 100% without any manual correction later.

Below you can set how many days this channel should get EPG data for. Zero means no data is
loaded at all. This only is available for TV Spielfilm.
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For other sources you only can set this global or you don’t have any option to choose. Example:
TVGuide.com

[BR £pG-Buddy 04.24 =le ==

Filerme?:

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

’ WebGrab+Flus ” TV Spieffilm ” Clickdfinder ” epgData.com ” TWViGuide.com ” Extemal XML ]
-
EPG Data - TVGuide.com Iv
Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for
@ M WTTW HDTV
) Mo WSNS ADTV Telemundo R
(@] S W i TV A4
7 Database mode :':'?‘rlii%?é;t—; 44 XMLTV Channel- name
WTTW HDTV

WTTW v PES Kids
WTT

WTTW HDTVIWTTW-HDIT1952

WTTW HDTVIWTTW-HDI11552 grab from TVGuide?

Load series data from TVDB

.'a 1'.'TO TBN Salsa
WWTODT

Global settings VWKFT Escape TV =
WXFT HDTV UniMas 60

[ TVGuide.com - Never load series data from TVDE? ::é(F:E EH‘;??\; Nationa
WYCC HDTV

m

WYINDT

1 Daysto grab WYINDT2 NHK Word i

! Waiting 05:51

If you can not set the days individual, but can set if a channel should be loaded or not it looks like
on this screenshot. This is the case for TVGuide.com and WebGrab+Plus.

Here you can select if this specific channel should get EPG- data from this source. Right below the
dropdown list for channel names.
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The other sources don’t offer any of those options. Then it’s looking like this:

(BB £PG Buddy 0.4.2.4 =] @ ==

Filerme?:

EPG-Buddy

Setup TV database EPG Source EPG Data Schedule Settings

’ WebGrab+Plus ” TV Spieffilm ” Clickfinder ” epgData.com ” TWGuide com ” Extemal XML ]
EPG Dat Dat ‘@)
ata - epgData.com O)
HeRZU,
Channel names Select Select offered channel from EPG data Mapping and settings for
B Manual 13TH STREET = 3sat
P %_I‘ IR e
Aund E |
Animal Planet =
Arie HD Serie 3sati35AT
ARD alpha
Arte
ATV
ATV2
AXN
BBC Word News
Beate-Uhse. TV
Bibel TV ; Load series data from TVDE
Bloomberg TV
ER
Canal+
Global settings Canals &
Cartoon Metwork
! fa TR Classica
[ epaData.com - Never load series data from TVDB CNEC Paneurops
CNN
= : Das Erste
£ Days to grab Discovery Channel o
Waiting 05:51

The last config- option on the right is if this channel should be compared with TVDB or not. This
can be set individual for every channel. This is a time consuming procedure so you better tick only
channels airing series. Many news-, shopping-, documentary-, sports-,... channels don’t need this
compare at all. If you untick them here it will save a lot of time.

Once you have set all options as wanted you can select the next channel in the middle list. As soon
as you select the next channel all your changes are stored. Now repeat those steps for every channel
you want to have EPG for. This is a time consuming and probably boring work, but you only need
to do this once to get fresh EPG data every further day without doing anything after this.

Before you leave this window you better click on a different channel (no matter which one) a last
time to be sure all changes are saved properly, even for the last channel you’ve configured.

Hint for WebGrab usage. You also need to save the WebGrab configuration once you are finished
with the channel setup. For this you need to click on the button “Start” below “Generate WebGrab
config now?”
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6. MediaPortal Configuration.

We finally made it... As long as it is EPG-Buddy this is the case. But we need to configure
MediaPortal to use our grabbed EPG. The first step is to activate XmITv plugin in TV
configuration, if not done already.

= MediaPortal - TV Server Configuration

| 1 Open Log directory

- Project

- TW Servers

- TV Channels

- Radio Channels

- DVE EPG

- (General

- Recording

- Timeshifting

- Schedules

- Streaming Server

- |Jzer Priorties

- Manual Control

- Test Channels

- Pluging
PowerScheduler
- TVServerKodi

s N o O o O |

|

- |mport/BExpart
- Additional 3rd party checks

Donate to MediaPortal

@) Help

Plugins

Enabled Mame Author Wersion

Available plugins
[Ji : ComSkiplauncher  and-81 1020
PowerScheduler michael_t (pased on the worl of micheloe and others)  1.15.10
(] ServerBlaster joboehl with ralphy mods 1110
(1] TV Movie EPG import v 1.03.0
TWServerKodi margro, Prashant V 1.13.10
O WebEPG Arion_p - James 1.0.0.0
HmlTw Frodo 1.000
£ >
oK | Cancel
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Then we need to set the plugin to use our data. For this we select the folder as input that was
configured in the program settings of EPG-Buddy (see Chapter 3.1).

= MediaPortal - TV Server Configuration

| 1 Open Log directory

- Project

- TV Servers

- TW Channels

- Radio Channels

- OVB EPG

- (General

- Recaording

- Timeshifting

- Schedules

- Streaming Server

- |User Priorties

- Manual Control

- Teat Channels

- Plugins
‘- PowerScheduler
- TVServerKodi

ey O ey T oy A e

1]

- Impart/Export
- Additional 3rd party checks

Donate to MediaPartal

General Mappings Remote

Folder where the tvguide xanl file is stored
Please note that this folder should also include the xmitv_dtd file

..:"'-.F'mqmm Files {cB6)\EPG-Buddy | |2

[ Import new tvauide xml Delete old programs before import {Recommended!)
Import files in new tvguide lst [] Notext modfications

[] Apply time compensation when loading tvguide xml

Hours: D Minutes: D

The server will check eveny minute if there is a new tvguide xml/tvguide Ist
When it detects a new file, it will be imparted automatically

Force import: i Import Mote: Could take quite some time to execute depending
on how many days forward you grab.

Import status report:

G e 26.11.2016 16:44:46
Total channels imported: 0
Total programs imported: 0

R e C:\Program Files 6c86/\EPG-Buddy* EPG-Grabber TVSp

o[ cone

Important is to select "Import files in new tvguide.lst" and deselect "Import new tvguide.xml".
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And the last step is to validate the mapping:

Donate to MediaPortal

-, MediaPortal - onfiguration
| Open Log directory @) Help
Project
- TV Servers
- TV Channels General Mappings  Remote
+)- Radio Channels
y 2;?;76 [ Load/Refresh | [ Patial maich [ oot | | Sme
B=cio [ Load radio channels i
gg‘:i'i'zg G Progress:  EG—
il:;r;r\‘r;gms:swer Id Tuning Channel Guide channel # Visible in Guide o
.. Manual Control 765 | SWRBW HD SWR BW HD (SWRBW) v
' Tt ks §72 |MDR S-Anhak HD MDR §-Anhak HD (MDR-ST) ~
S N 674 |hrfemsehen HD hefemsehen HD (HR) v
i TWServerKodi 779 BR Femsshen Mard HD BR Femsehen Nord HD (BR) ~
- XmlTv 1023 |WDR HD Bielefeld WDR HD Bielefeld (WDR-B) v
Import /Export
R —— 670 |rbb Berin HD tbix Berin HD (RBE-B) v
784 |PHOENIXHD PHOENIX HD (PHOEN) v
689 tagesschau24 HD tagesschau24 HD (TAG24) ~
732 |R9Oesteneich HD v
1057 |SAT.1 SAT.1{SATT) v
912 |RTL Television RTL Television (RTL) v
922 |RTL2 RTLZ (RTL2) v
1058 | ProSieben ProSieben (PRO7) v
1059 | kabel eins kabel eins (K1) ~
925 |vOX VOX (VOX) v
385 | DMAX DMAX (DMAX) ~
» |935 |Eurosport 1 Deutschiand Eurosport 1 (EURD) v
391 |SPORT1 SPORTT (SPORT) v
326 |RTLNITRO RTLNITRO (RTL-N) v
1062 | Pro7 MAXX Pro7 MAXX (PRO7M) ~
584 |TELES TELE 5 (TELES) v
1042 |SIKK SIXX (SD09 v
1041 [TIC TLC (TLO) v
927 |RTLplus FTLplus (RTLPL) v
1061 |SAT.1Gold SAT.1Gold (SAT1G) v
924 |SUPERRTL SUPER RTL (SUPER) v
323 |TOGGO plus TOGGO plus (TOGGO) v
1043 | Disney Channel Disney Channel (DISNE) ~
406 | Nickelodeon Nickelodeon (NICK) v
403 |Comedy Central/VIVA Comedy Central/VIVA [CC) v
675 |Famiy TV Family TV (FAMTV) v |
5 1

If you have set the channel names properly you don't need to manually change something here. If
not you may map a lot of channels by hand. As I have forgotten to configure the channel name for
Eurosport 1 in this example it is marked “red” and I need to map this channel by hand.

Don't forget to save the mapping when you're done.
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Now a very last step is left to do, but only if you are using the PowerScheduler Plugin. In Expert
mode you should add the process "Grab-EPG" to the list or processes preventing the system to go
into standby mode.

= MediaPortal - TV Server Configuration

) Open Log directory ) Help

- Project

&- TV Servers

- TW Channels General EPG  Reboot Processes  Shares  Metwork  Ping Monitor  Advanced  Legacy

E : E?;DEEE;WEIS Processes which should prevent standby . _
s | TOTALCMD64, chrome, MKV-Buddy, Select process
- Recaording
. Timeshifting ] Do not put the computer to sleep while the MediaPortal client is not running
-~ Schedules [] Enter away mode when the user warts to put the computer to sleep

- Streaming Server

- |User Priorties

- Manual Control

- Test Channels

- Plugins
‘.. PowerScheduler
TVServerkodi

1]

- Import/BExport
- Additional 3rd party checks

Wakeup / Standby Status
Next walceup time: 26112016 20:05:00 Scheduled Recordings
Standby is handled by Windows

Standby prevented by:  Processes (chrome, TOTALCMDG4), ActivePorts -
[SERVICE] “Device\HarddiskVolume 7 WWindows
“System 32 svchost exe (TemService) W
Donate to MediaPartal Cancel

Other TV solutions like NextPVR, DVB-Viewer or ArgusTV may need slightly different
configuration but in general it should be clear now how to do so.

A hint for NextPVR user. EPG-Buddy only lists channels in database mode that don’t have EPG set
to “none”. This way you can shorten the list of channels a lot.

Now all work is done and you can start enjoying a rich and fresh EPG every day.

Thanks for reading and have fun with EPG-Buddy.
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